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Kilayet
Manastırı
A stone building of about 1,100 years that seems carved into the cliffs of

Artvin. To carry it into the future, we are working under the leadership of a

Turkish institution, with support from Europe.



T H E  B U I L D I N G

Eleven hundred years on the rock

Kilayet Manastırı rises on a steep rock ledge above the village of Alabalık in Artvin Merkez, at the foot

of the 3,428 metre Karçhal Dağı. The building, considered to be about 1,100 years old, has been

called "the Sümela of Artvin" in the Turkish press. It cannot be reached by vehicle, only on foot.

Building such a structure in this position shows that its builders had extraordinary engineering

knowledge. Today part of its stone roof has collapsed and its walls show serious damage in places. The

village of Alabalık has been calling for its restoration for years.

As far as we know, no complete measured survey of the building exists. Yet every restoration can

only be built on accurate and complete documentation.

F I R S T  L I G H T.  T H E  R O A D  O N  T H E  FA R  S I D E  O F  T H E  V A L L E Y  I S  A S  C LO S E  A S  A N Y  V E H I C L E  G E TS .
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O U R  G O A L

The final goal: saving and
restoring the building

Our aim is the lasting protection of Kilayet Manastırı. The measured survey is the first and essential

step on that path. All work will be carried out fully in line with Turkish law, under the scientific

direction of a Turkish institution, with a majority Turkish team and with the participation of the

representative of the Ministry of Culture and Tourism.

1  ·  D O C U M E N T A T I O N

Measured survey,

photogrammetry and damage

assessment. Nothing is touched.

2  ·  P R O J E C T

A consolidation and restoration

project by Turkish experts,

submitted to the Regional

Conservation Council.

3  ·  I M P L E M E N T A T I O N

Saving the building according to

the approved project, under the

supervision of the Turkish

authorities.

All data, drawings and models will be delivered to the Turkish authorities through the partner

institution and the Artvin Provincial Directorate of Culture and Tourism.

F R O M  A B O V E :  T H E  O P E N I N G  L E F T  B Y  T H E  CO L L A P S E D  R O O F.
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M E T H O D  A N D  S U P P O R T

What the project offers

Documentation method Hand survey at 1:50, photogrammetry, GNSS positioning, drone imagery

with the required permits, and damage mapping.

Equipment Measuring and photogrammetry equipment can come from our

supporting brands. If the partner institution prefers to work with its own

instruments, that is very welcome.

Funding The work will be funded from Europe.

Logistics Logistical support such as transport, accommodation and catering on site

can be provided from outside.

Students Field experience with current methods on a unique building, for

undergraduate and graduate students.

Documentary The work will be recorded in a documentary film, with the Turkish

scholars and team at its centre.

Publication and visibility We have connections to leading European architecture, art and culture

magazines. With the Ministry's permission, this work will be widely

published internationally. Our Turkish partner will lead the scientific

publications.

S E E N  F R O M  T H E  V A L L E Y  F LO O R .  A U T U M N ,  A R T V I N .
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O U R  S U P P O R T E R S

European brands supporting the project

Leading European and international brands in surveying, photogrammetry, energy, optics, field

equipment and film stand behind the project.

This network grows every week. Together with a Turkish partner institution we are preparing the

project for fieldwork in spring 2027.

T H E  V A L L E Y  AT  T H E  F O OT  O F  K A R Ç H A L  D AĞ I .
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P A R T N E R S  W E  A R E  L O O K I N G  F O R

We are looking for a partner
institution in Türkiye

We are looking for partners to lead the project in Türkiye. This means the scientific leadership of a

highly visible international project that contributes directly to Türkiye's cultural heritage.

Scientific project director

A scholar with a doctorate in art history, archaeology or a related field and field experience, working at a

university or research institution. Scientific lead of the work and first author of the publications.

Partner faculty for the survey

An architecture faculty working in survey and restoration; its staff and students take part in the field

measurements and drawings. Working under a protocol with the Provincial Directorate of Culture and

Tourism is also possible.

Advisory board

Experts on the history and architecture of the region, supporting the project with their scientific views

and their names.

CO N TA C T

Tassilo de la Torre Schönborn

tassilo@tassilodelatorre.com

+34 608 635 863 (WhatsApp)

Madrid, Spain
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